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Provisional title: China and the Global Renewable Energy Governance. Contrasting South-South
and North-South cooperation.

Context & Research Question: The field of global renewable energy governance is rather new in
academic and policy related discussion (Roehrkasten 2015:24) but it is a crucial one due to its
geopolitical nature (IRENA 2019 A New World, the Geopolitics of Energy Transition).

The Peoples Republic of China (PRC), the largest consumer of commercial energy in the world
and a major pollutant is also a leader in the field of global renewable energy (Buckley & Nicholas
2017, Speed 2019). According to a report by the Institute for Energy, Economic and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA) “[i]n renewables, China is now actively pursuing a “Going Global” strategy,
particularly in conjunction with its “One belt, One Road” program [...]” (Buckley & Nicholas
2017:1).

The 2019 report published by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) states that
“[...] leaders in technological innovation are positioned to gain the most from the global energy
transformation. No country has put itself in a better position to become the world’s renewable
energy superpower than China. Additionally, it is now the world’s largest producer, exporter and
installer of solar panels, wind turbines, batteries and electric vehicles, placing it at the forefront of
the global energy transition.” (IRENA 2019:40). Moreover, in 2017 the PRC released two
documents that have globally projected its environmental shift “The Guidance on Promoting
Green Belt and Road” and “The Belt and Road Ecological and Environmental Cooperation Plan”.
Complementing the investments, trade and guidelines, the PRC launched the International
Investment Alliance for Renewable Energy (IIARE) in 2018. This new institution attempts to
internationalize the Chinese renewable energy emergence. According to the Chinese Chamber of
Commerce website, the IIARE is part of the “One Belt, One Road” initiative and the “International
Capacity Cooperation” (Enkhardt 2018).

In the renewable energy sector, Chinese industrial policy has had a global impact in driving down
the costs, especially in the case of solar PV (Speed 2019:137). Building on Lundvall (2007),
Ockwell (2009), Watson et al. (2011) and Lewis (2013), Speed (2019:139) argues that
globalization has increased the phenomenon of international technology transfer, one of
contributing industries being that of low-carbon energy. The PRC is transitioning from being a
technological recipient to a producer and exporter and this has political consequences (Urban 2018,
Hensengerth 2018, Kirchherr & Urban 2018, Kirchherr & Matthews 2018, Chen 2018). Given all



these recent developments, this research will look at the PRC’s actors’ take on global renewable
energy governance focusing on the political impact of international technology transfer.

Research Design: Finkelstein (1995:369) defines global governance as “governing, without
sovereign authority, relationships that transcend national frontiers”. According to Finkelstein
global governance consists of the whole range of international, intra-regional, bilateral and
transnational interactions. Thus, the study of global governance focuses on “identify[ing] and
examin[ing] the processes of influence, decision, and action that shape or determine them [global
interactions] [...]” (Finkelstein 1995:368,369). The present research, following Finkelstein’s
definition, focuses on the intra-regional and transnational scale to identify global trends in
renewable energy governance.

Given that South-South Cooperation (SSC) on renewable energy is rapidly increasing, the China-
CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) Forum was recently created (2015),
and the Latin American and Caribbean countries (LAC) were included in the scope of the Belt and
Road Initiative in 2018, the LAC will be used as a case study to analyze the PRC’s global
engagement on renewable energy governance.

Concerning methodology, the research attempts to engage in a comparative case study (small n)
of the Chinese and the EU transfer of technology and regulations, using as a unit of analysis large-
scale solar PV projects in LAC with foreign (EU or Chinese actors) involvement that started during
or after 2013. The European activity in the region is used as a benchmark to gain perspective on
the Chinese actors’ dynamics. The comparison will look into the characteristics of the Chinese
actors when exporting technology, how this is (if at all) creating a new distribution of agencies in
the recipient region and whether it carries along regulation or policy change.

If data allows, part of the research, with medium n, will look at the political conditions that
facilitate the granting of large-scale solar PV projects in LAC with foreign involvement that started
during or after 2013. By doing so, a projection of foreign participation in the expected exponential
growth of these kind of installations could be drawn.

In order to comprehend the Chinese evolution in global renewable energy governance, a historical
approach will be added. To do so, the way in which previous and incumbent powers’ (Denmark
and Germany) governance in renewable energy emerged and became institutionalized will be
studied.

Despite the steep increase in cooperation in the area, China-LAC renewable energy interactions
have received little attention from the academic world. This research seeks to fill this gap.

The intention is to study primary and secondary sources, and to conduct semi-structured field
interviews with private and public workers. These interviews will be with experts in the renewable
energy sector in both the PRC and LAC. This will offer the context and data required for the
analysis.

The research hopes to contribute to:



- the burgeoning literature on South-South cooperation (renewable energy technology transfer) by
identifying its distinct characteristics when contrasted with the North-South cooperation.

- the debate on the Chinese role in LAC by determining whether China is growing its relative
power in the LAC region (Vadell 2018, Jakdbowski 2018, Alden & Alves 2017) and whether this
is displacing the other great powers from the region (Nolte 2018) in the field of renewables.

- the description of the patterns of Chinese emergence in the field of global renewable energy
governance.
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